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One thing that makes road accidents particularly abhorrent is that so many young people are killed and injured.' In England and Wales in 1992 a quarter of all deaths in the age group 10-14 years were due to road accidents and 57% of these were pedestrians.
As well as the suffering caused by the injuries inflicted, fear of accidents means that people go out less than they otherwise would. It is especially important that children be able to play outside in safety. The National Playing Fields Association report, Mean Streets, stresses the importance for children of safe play areas near their homes,2 and the Department of the Environment report, Children at Play, states that 'The child who has not had the opportunity to meet his fellows, take part install, and so they would be suitable for inner city areas where the local authorities are short of money.
Cost effective ways to make walking safer for children and adolescents Home zones would, however, require new legislation. This could be introduced nationally, or by some go ahead local authority. Within home zones, vehicles would have to travel very slowly, in order to stop in time if children were playing on the road. But, as each area would be very small, the distance travelled at this slow pace would only be a few hundred yards at most, the extra time required would be negligible. It has been suggested that if children got used to playing on the road in these areas they would also play on other roads and so accidents outside the protected home zones might increase. The boundaries of home zones must be clearly marked and children must be taught the difference between protected home zones and other roads. The possibility of accident migration must be considered seriously but the evidence, from Sweden, the Netherlands, and Salford, suggests that playing on the roads in residential safety zones does not lead to an overall increase in accidents.
Home zones are advocated here for their contribution to road safety. There would, however, be other advantages if they were introduced. They would improve the quality of life in deprived areas. It is, of course, quite impossible to show cause and effect, but improving this environment in inner city areas might be an important first step towards reducing violent crime (as usually defined) as well as preventing children from being injured by motor vehicles. 
